The use of a silastic shield to protect an externalized biliary cannula.
A simple shield made of a folded silastic sheet is described for the protection of the externalized portion of a permanent biliary cannula in rats. Advantages of this shield are its light weight, flexibility, transparency, and ease of resealing for repeated interruption of hepatobiliary circulation. Since the shield is positioned around rather than being a segment of the cannula, a single length of tubing can be used.